SPRING 2018
OUR ANNUAL SYMPOSIUM
Saint John’s 2nd Annual Spirituality and Aging
Symposium, The Measure of Our Days: Awakening
Hope in Aging, Loss and Death, was attended by
over 200 participants including residents, students,
and professionals who serve aging populations.
Chaplain Jana Troutman-Miller and resident
Kent Mayfield coordinated the week-long
combination of lectures, centering practices,
and cultural experiences delivered by nationallyrecognized faculty and authors. Participants
gained perspective into:
• understanding medical ethics and the
psychosocial and existential aspects of aging,
illness and dying;
• crafting positive attitudes, beliefs, practices
and celebrations for growing old; and

(Above) Resident Kent Mayfield, Director of Philanthropy,
Sybil Bell and Symposium Presenter Robert Weber, PhD.

Chaplain Jana TroutmanMiller speaks about walking
a Labyrinyth as a Spiritual
Practice option during the
four-day Symposium.

(Right)

• transforming grief and age-related loss into
profoundly hopeful opportunities for growth.
Following the symposium, a two-day post-conference offered new knowledge to professionals
whose highly diverse clients are encountering
the challenges of end-of-life planning.
The Symposium was made possible with financial
support from former residents David & Nancy
Klein Maguire, residents Eileen & Dan Meehan,
the Bill and Nicole Teweles Entertainment Fund,
and Foundation Board member Suzy Brennan,
along with many corporate sponsors.

(Below) Inspirational artwork
created by Jan Richardson was
featured throughout the
Symposium & Post-Conference.

The Good News
FOUNDATION BOARD MEMBERS
As stewards of the Foundation’s
purpose, Board members look
forward to hearing from you.
Renée Anderson, President
randerson@saintjohnsmilw.org
Patsy Aster
saster3@gmail.com
Polly Beal
beal.polly@gmail.com
Susan Wright Brennan
suzybrennan@sbcglobal.net

OUR MESSAGE
As we look back on 2017, we reflect on a year of joyful
giving from donors who share in our commitment to
excellence in aging well. A total of $715,520 was
contributed to support both operations and our
Foundation. Please read all about the year-in-review
in the 2017 Annual Reports—published separately
for Communities and the Foundation. They will be
available for the Annual Corporate meeting in early
May by print and posted on our website.
It is most exciting to share with you the good news that
the Campaign to Endow the Albert O. Nicholas Chaplaincy
& Chapel Music Funds has realized its $2.3 million goal
with a current combined total fund balance of $2.4 million!
The overwhelming success of this campaign will be officially
announced at our 150th Anniversary in June when we will
celebrate our past, our present, and our future—and give
deep thanks to our founders, our residents, our volunteers,
and our donors.
Together we advance Saint John’s important work of
fostering life-long learning and aging well–to our residents
and in our greater community–and we couldn’t do it
without you.
With gratitude,

Sybil and Mary
2

Lloyd Lewis
aple1928@gmail.com
Richard Miller
msrrhm@aol.com
INVITATION TO GIVE
We encourage you to enjoy the gift of
giving. Our office accepts gifts by cash,
check, credit card, assignment of a life
insurance policy or retirement account,
or appreciated stock. Credit card gifting
is available through our website at
www.SaintJohnsMilw.org. Once there, look
for DONATE NOW in the banner above
our logo or click OUR FOUNDATION.
It’s easy. It’s secure. All donations to
Saint John’s Communities and
Saint John’s Communities Foundation
qualify under Section 170(f)(8) as eligible
for tax deduction.
For information about any form of giving,
contact Sybil Bell at 414.831.6911
(sbell@saintjohnsmilw.org) or
Mary Przybylski at 414.831.6905
(mprzybylski@saintjohnsmilw.org).

Donors with Heart

Kathie & Jim Vint

LEGACY SOCIETY NEWS
Our Legacy Society Members recognize the importance of
planning with intention, to enhance Saint John’s future. We
welcome new members Kathie & Jim Vint, residents who
designated a portion of their refund to the Foundation’s
Directors Fund for Charitable Care. This Fund provides
support for residents whose personal resources can no
longer fully cover their residency costs. Former Board chair
and current Shore Holder, Carol Erwin DeLind, has recently
Peg Dobbs
named Saint John’s as a beneficiary of her estate–celebrating
her past, present and future impact. In addition, we are grateful
to the late Peg Dobbs for her careful estate planning that resulted
in a legacy gift to Saint John’s.

LEGACY SOCIETY LUNCHEON
Annually, the Foundation hosts a luncheon to honor donors who have arranged for legacy gifts in their estate
plans, as well as donors who have lifetime giving-levels of $10,000 or more. President Renée Anderson addressed
the 2017 gathering of 97 guests with deep gratitude, and shared the video testimonials of three eloquent and
inspirational members. As of this printing, legacy gifts to further Saint John’s mission total $1.1 million.

Dale Neese

THRIFT SHOPPE AND
SURPRISINGFINDINGS NEWS
In January, we said a sad farewell to our
Thrift Shoppe manager, Dale Neese. With
17 years as our volunteer fundraiser, Dale’s efforts
raised more than $210,000 for scholarships! Our
gratitude abounds for his years of involvement with
collectible sales and the founding of the Shoppe.
Please come to the Thrift Shoppe to see the
plaque in Dale’s Memory.

Chuck Cruse in the Thrift Shoppe

We also acknowledge the contributions of his long-time assistant, Bea Randall,
who has retired from that position. Prior to Dale’s death, he trained his
replacement, Chuck Cruse, who is a natural in his new role as manager. Lending
her most capable support is resident Virginia Chappell, and we are grateful for
the skill and grace with which they have taken on this important mission.
Our Etsy store, SurprisingFindings, is also in transition. Resident manager
Marge Polack is currently training resident Ann Spalding to take over the reins
of this enterprise that sells donated vintage items to be sold online.
Marge Polack

As with the Thrift Shoppe, all earnings Support scholarships. We salute the
hard work and creative spirit that these volunteers bring to the cause!
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Sharing the Love
THANK YOU, SPONSORS, FOR MAKING THE MAGIC HAPPEN!
In February, a Live@SaintJohn’s theater performance of “Firestorm” was
made possible with gifts from Suzanne Osetek and Jan & Vince Martin.
The Scholarship Fund received a nice boost from the proceeds of a donated
vehicle from residents Ann & Dick Spalding.
We give high-fives to program sponsors, including: Kent Mayfield &
Jack Ford for support of the Tosa Jazz concert in January, Florentine Opera
lover Bela Maroti for funding two 2018 performances and social receptions,
and Shore Holder Nancy Balcer for her contribution to the lecture series by
Dr. Tim Crain.
An anonymous donor gifted funds for special skills training last November
to advance the abilities of Engineering Services staff.
So...how can we help you promote your passion?

PAYING IT FORWARD
On the road again…resident
Holger Petersen delivered a total
of 848 pounds of food (canned
goods, rice, cereals, etc.) to the
Riverwest Food Pantry in 2017
from items collected in the box
in our Bistro. In addition, well over
1,000 pounds of boxed snacks
were donated to the Cathedral
Square Women’s Shelter for
children staying at that facility.

(left to right) Resident Florence Mahoney, who
regularly donates to the Cathedral Center
Women’s Shelter is pictured with the Center’s
Director, Carol McLain; Volunteer Coordinator,
Ana Treptow; and Resident, Holger Petersen.

Each week, resident Jim Ballard hears “Hallelujah, Brother!”as he drops
off gently used clothing, bedding, and towels at Repairers of the Breach,
a daytime shelter and resource center for the homeless. You can leave
your donations for this worthy effort at the Central and South desks.
Resident Susan Ploetz continues to be the conduit to route unsold furniture
and household items from our Thrift Shoppe to the International Institute
of Wisconsin. This agency assists refugees who are seeking to establish
households and new lives in the Milwaukee area.

RIPPLES OF GENEROSITY
SPREAD INTO THE
COMMUNITY
The Volunteer Committee
was busy in December with
the annual Arlington Court
Holiday Party, facilitated
by 17 Saint John’s residents.
This festive event had the
benefit of donations of
cash and gifts from the
Grandslammers Bridge
group, the Knit Wits and
individual residents.
A holiday first–12 resident
volunteers helped Santa
to answer 100 letters sent
to him from local school
children–the lists were long!
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