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2016 Aged to Perfection Class Photo
SAINT JOHN’S WINS PRESTIGIOUS AWARD FOR INNOVATIVE COURSE, AGED TO PERFECTION
Saint John’s recently received an INNOVATION AT WORK 2016 award from Mather LifeWays
Institute on Aging, an industry leader that recognizes organizations serving older adults using
innovative approaches. Our award was in the Institute’s Workforce Development Division, in
recognition of a college course offered on our campus in partnership with UW-Milwaukee. The
course, Aged to Perfection: An Introduction to Aging, features a curriculum focused on what it
means to be an older adult today, what influences the way we age, and why we should care.
Mather’s Promising Practices Awards Committee was impressed with the course which fosters
a workforce for the older adult industy while empowering residents to educate. Donna Spars,
Saint John’s Vice President and Director of LifeStreams Wellness Programs, reports “What made
this learning collaboration unique to our industry is that participating residents are active course
contributors, not subjects of study or passive learners.” The course aims to influence more students
to choose careers working with older adults by introducing them to the value, the strengths, the
wisdom, and the contributions of those considered old. It is rightly timed as the need for skilled,
caring workers continues to increase with the baby-boomer generation coming of retirement age.
Congratulations on this well-deserved honor!

The Good News
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JULY 2017 – OUR MESSAGE
This issue is filled with inspiring stories that define our thriving
community and the desire to be the best in retirement living.
Thank you for joyfully giving to Saint John’s. Through
contributions of time, expertise and financial support, our
donors are able to enrich the present and enhance the future
to advance life-long learning and aging well. As the Office of
Philanthropy team, it is our privilege to connect donors with
choices to fulfill their philanthropic goals and to align them
with Saint John’s organizational needs.

					Sybil and Mary
ANNUAL APPEAL
Each spring, the Office of Philanthropy asks for contributions
for the numerous programs and for operational support that
benefits our community and allows our residents to age well.
As a community of choice, our menu of funds provides a
variety of options for donors to align their philanthropic giving
with their own values and interests. Our top funding priority
continues to be endowing the Albert O. Nicholas Chaplaincy
and Chapel Music Funds, and last year over 200 donors
answered the call to support this important initiative. If you
are one of the many who have responded to this year’s appeal,
we thank you. For those who prefer end-of-year giving, we
look forward to your gift to whatever fund speaks to your heart.
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INVITATION TO GIVE
We encourage you to enjoy the gift of giving.
Contributions to:
Saint John’s Communities and
Saint John’s Communities Foundation
qualify under Section 170(f)(8)
as eligible for tax deduction.
For information about any form of giving,
contact Sybil Bell at 414.831.6911
(SBell@SaintJohnsMilw.org)
or
Mary Przybylski at 414.831.6905
(MPrzybylski@SaintJohnsMilw.org).
Credit card gifting is available through
our website at www.SaintJohnsMilw.org.
Once there, look for DONATE NOW in
the banner above our logo or click on
OUR FOUNDATION.
It’s easy. It’s secure.

Donors with Heart

ENDOWMENT CAMPAIGN STATUS REPORT
We continue to solicit for the Albert O. Nicholas Chaplaincy and Chapel Music Funds to achieve a
combined goal of $2.3 million to fully endow both Funds. The role of a full-time Chaplain is essential to
offer the wide range of services and counseling support to all residents, regardless of where they are on
their spiritual journey or what faith tradition they follow. We are grateful for the abundance of gifts and
pledges already committed. A recent six-figure gift from long-time supporters Cissy and Jack Bryson had
us all doing the happy dance! This on-going success has created momentum that we hope will inspire
others to consider a substantial gift this year, perhaps even pushing us to our goal before the target date
of June 2018. If you have given to the Campaign, you have our deepest thanks. If you would like to make
a donation or an additional gift, we would be delighted to receive your support!
LEGACY SOCIETY NEWS
It is bittersweet to write about one of our most
recent Legacy Society members, Bob Antoine.
In early March, Bob knew his life’s journey was
nearing its end, but he also knew of the
importance of giving back. After consulting
with his children, Bob arranged to leave a legacy
with a gift to the Foundation in memory of Jane
Antoine and Jean Tyler. Sadly, Bob is no longer
with us but our gratitude for his most generous
contribution continues on.

2016 ANNUAL REPORTS
The 2016 Annual Reports
for both Communities
and the Foundation were
distributed last month.
Please contact us if you
would like a copy.
BEYOND OUR WALLS
In addition to generating income to fund
employee scholarships, the Thrift Shoppe is a rich
source of donations to other worthy charitable
organizations in the Milwaukee community.
Bedding, towels and clothing are taken to the
Repairers of the Breach homeless shelter by
resident Jim Ballard. Books that our library can’t
use go to All Saint’s Cathedral for their annual book
sale to support local food pantries; other selected
items are passed along to Saint Paul’s Thrift Store.

Similarly, we said a sad good-bye to Bruce
Fetter in April. Bruce established the Verena
Fjermestad and Bruce Fetter Music Fund last
year to provide concerts of classical music by
students and faculty of the UW-Milwaukee Peck
School of the Arts. With his passing, his estate
directed an additional generous contribution
to that Fund according to Bruce’s wishes.

Recently, resident Susan Ploetz has been the
conduit to routing furniture items that haven’t sold
in our Thrift Shoppe to refugees who are seeking
to establish new lives in the Milwaukee area. She
works with the International Institute of Wisconsin,
a refugee resettlement agency that you probably
know better as the organization that hosts the
International Folk Fair. Most of the refugees they
assist come from Myanmar, and within five years of
immigrating to Milwaukee many of them are able
to purchase their own homes. We are so proud to
lend our support to these amazing organizations,
and we are deeply grateful to Jim and Susan and
all of our donors who make it possible.

We are happy to recognize Ellen Debbink,
Penny Egan, Jack Ford, and Kent Mayfield
as Legacy Society members who have recently
shared their estate plans naming Saint John’s
as a beneficiary. Welcome, and thank you!
As a donor, you can designate a gift to any of
our existing Foundation funds or establish a new
named fund in our Foundation with a purpose
to provide programming or support that speaks
to your passion in life. The possibilities are
endless, and so will be your mark on Saint John’s
as a member of our Legacy Society. What goals
would you like to achieve with a planned gift?
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Our Community
TO OUR SPONSORS
Thank you, thank you for making the magic happen!
In April, Bela Maroti shared his love of opera by
sponsoring a Florentine Opera performance.
A group effort made The Fine Arts Quartet concert
possible with funding from the Verena Fjermestad
& Bruce Fetter Music Fund along with resident
support from Joanne & Michael Barndt,
Penny Egan, Josette & Sidney Grossberg,
Kay & Dan Patrinos and Kathie & Jim Vint.
Bill & Char Johnson hosted a wonderful Milwaukee
Symphony Orchestra concert in May, in memory
of Ab Nicholas. Thanks to Suzanne Osetek and
Jim Ballard for purchasing a lovely patio glider
and cushions for the Plaza, and to Jackie Ravaris
for donating a PBS DVD series on the American
Experience: The Great War to our library. And the
stunning mixed-media painting by employee
Darron Reed that hangs in the hallway outside of the
Library is thanks to a gracious Anonymous Donor.
HEAR YE, HEAR YE
The work to install an upgraded audio-visual system
in the Cultural Arts Center and the Kathie Eilers
LifeStreams Classroom is nearly complete.
Fine-tuning and adjustments continue, bringing
us closer to a greatly enhanced audio experience
and universal computer connections for visuals.
We give deep thanks to an Anonymous Donor
whose generous gift, made in memory of a
loved one, leveraged such great rewards.

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS
The Office of Philanthropy and the Scholarship
Committee are currently reviewing employee
student applications.
SAVE THE DATE
33rd Annual Scholarship Award Program
Wednesday, August 16, 2:00 p.m.
in the Cultural Arts Center
You can make a difference in the lives of
students by supporting the activities of the
Thrift Shoppe, whose profits support our
annual scholarship awards. Visit the Shoppe
today to donate saleable items (tax-deductible
receipt available) and purchase our treasures.
Contact Dale Neese at 414.347.2335 or
DaleNeese@aol.com.

SPIRITUALITY SYMPOSIUM
On the heels of the great success of our week-long
spirituality symposium in March, plans are underway
for the 2018 event, The Measure of Our Days:
Awakening Hope in Aging, Loss and Death.
The panel of nationally-recognized thinkers will
share findings about navigating grief and loss,
stories of inner transformation and tools for
planning your next chapter in aging. We continue
to seek grants, sponsorships and funders to
support this exceptional offering.
SAVE THE DATES
for our next symposium
March 4−10, 2018
The Measure of Our Days

SAINT JOHN’S COMMUNITIES FOUNDATION, INC.

1840 North Prospect Avenue

Milwaukee, WI 53202

414.272.2022

www.SaintJohnsMilw.org

The Foundation is a charitable organization whose purpose is to solicit, hold, manage, invest, and expend endowed
funds for the benefit of the residents of Saint John’s and its programs and activities. Saint John’s mission is to enrich
the lives of older adults through gracious retirement living, spiritual growth, cultural and educational opportunities,
and residential healthcare services.

