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CONGRATULATIONS TO:

2019 Scholarship Award recipients

2019 SCHOLARSHIP AWARD RECIPIENTS

A CELEBRATION OF SCHOLARS
This was our 35th year to do a happy dance with our
scholarship recipients. A total of sixteen exceptional
employee candidates shared in a pool of $25,000. Our
scholars have chosen advancement in careers of: healthcare,
information technology, psychology and religious studies,
among others. We heard their compelling stories of juggling
schedules, family, work, health and homework at the annual
event August 14.

This award program aligns with the goal to attract and
retain the best talent to work at Saint John’s. Its purpose
and longevity are impressive. The sources of funds for the
program are varied: the revenue from the Thrift Shoppe,
the SurprisingFindings online Etsy.com store, and the
apartment pop-up events, as well as the Foundation’s
Scholarship Endowment Fund.
We salute and celebrate the many dreams and ambitions
of the awardees and wish them every success on their
journey.

Montse Alvarez
Resident Service Specialist and Housekeeper
~ Elementary Education, Alverno College
Marcia Bell
Lead Resident Assistant from Canterbury
~ Entrepreneurship, MATC
Meighan Bentz
Nurse Manager of Canterbury
~ Applied Gerontology, UWM
Megan Blas
Server in Taylor’s
~ Social Welfare, UWM
Daisy Castillo
Concierge Clinic staff
~ Student Affairs, Marquette University
Samantha Goeller
Fitness Specialist
~ Physician Assistant, UWM
Kejuana Grady
Concierge Clinic staff
~ Nursing, Bryant & Stratton College
Caelan King
Resident Service Specialist
~ Athletic Trainer, Marquette University
Amber McKinney
Resident Service Specialist
~ Nursing, Bryant & Stratton College
Briana McKinney
Server in Bistro / Taylor’s
~ Nursing, Bryant & Stratton College
Colin Spieker
IT Customer Support Specialist
~ Information Science & Technology, UWM
Christina Spikes
Resident Assistant from Canterbury
~ Nursing, MATC
Mimi Wilson
Laundry Aide/Housekeeper
~ Nursing, MATC
Samuel Wojcinski
Resident Service Specialist
~ Doctor of Physical Therapy, Marquette University
Aiden Woolsey
Server in Taylor’s
~ Psychology / Religious Studies, UWM
Arial Xiong
Server in Taylor’s
~ Global Studies, UWM

A Culture of Philanthropy
FAREWELL, JACK BRUCE
With sadness, we said farewell in June to our long-time friend and resident, Jackson Bruce.
Jack’s involvement as a board member and voice of influence at Saint John’s spanned nearly
50 years. In 1982, Jack was the attorney-of-record who signed the incorporation papers
to open the Foundation. From modest beginnings to current holdings, the Foundation
now stewards more than $7.6M in assets. We are deeply grateful to Jack and the visionary
volunteers of the board whose efforts created a system for a sustainable financial future.

Jack Bruce
PIANO MAN, JACK PRINCE
With a love of all things musical, resident Jack Prince came up with a clever way to make
a gift in support of the needed Steinway for the new performance space. His own smaller
Steinway piano will be pledged as a trade-in towards the future purchase. Until it’s time to
order, Jack will keep on playing in his apartment. We give a BIG SHOUT-OUT to Jack for
this creative plan!
Jack Prince

LEGACY SOCIETY: Our legacy donors are ordinary people who believe in the extraordinary–
the impact that a planned gift makes on Saint John’s ability to be an unrivaled provider of
premier retirement living. A legacy or planned gift is a pledge or pre-arranged payment
from one’s estate using various vehicles, like a residential contract refund, a will intention,
or a retirement fund. We would love to explore this possibility with you.

SAVE THE DATES
• Volunteer Appreciation Event:
Celebrate those who give of their time by attending
this annual event Thursday, September 26 at 4:00 p.m.
in the Cultural Arts Center, with a reception to follow
in the Museum Gallery. All are invited.
•

OUR MESSAGE

Legacy Society & Top Donor Annual Party:
At 4:30 p.m. on Thursday, October 24 in the Museum
Gallery, we will honor and acknowledge those donors
who have pledged an estate gift to the Foundation
as well as long-time supporters of $10,000 or more.
By invitation only.

APPLAUSE! APPLAUSE!
Mary Przybylski has proof, evidence, confirmation – a
diploma – citing her completion of the Novare Leadership
Academy! Her learning included courses on leadership skill
building, approach, strategies, effectiveness, innovation,
and measuring results. This year-long investment will have
multi-year benefits for Mary personally, and Saint John’s
organizationally. Congratulations.
PATSY ASTER - 3 YEAR TERM
The Foundation Board extends its gratitude to Patsy Aster
for her important input and is delighted to announce her
renewal of a three-year term.
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At the heart of philanthropy is the desire to
make a difference—your giving does make a
difference at Saint John’s. Each gift is a profound statement of the belief in the power,
the relevance, and significance that charitable
giving has to further excellence at Saint John’s.
We are grateful to all our donors who embrace
our culture of philanthropy by giving joyfully.

		

Sybil and Mary

Annual Campaign
ANNUAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE
Each spring, the Office of Philanthropy solicits charitable contributions for operational support for numerous
projects and programs offered, as well as for the various endowed funds in our Foundation. These many
options allow donors to align their philanthropic giving with their personal interests. The recent mailing
put the spotlight on our 2019 funding priorities:
•
•

•

Three exciting capital building projects for $180,000: a Steinway grand piano for our new Performing
Arts Center, a green wall of living plants to create a warm welcome for visitors, and the installation
of a labyrinth as cork flooring of a new exercise and dance space. (See the descriptions listed below.)
The Symposium On Aging for $50,000: our annual signature event featuring nationally-known faculty
and authors who advance the study of aging. We are grateful for generous support for our past events.
Plan to join us March 8-12, 2020 to connect and experience at EYES WIDE OPEN: Facing Age with
Honesty, Compassion and Courage.
Any fund in the Foundation that gives you joy.

The Steinway piano: the perfect musical instrument for the many
talented musicians who will deliver programs and concerts of
excellence in the new Auditorium/Performing Arts Center, to be
opened in late 2020.
The Green Wall: offers numerous benefits,
beyond the natural beauty it provides.
Living and working in a green environment
has a positive effect on our well-being.
Greenery purifies the air and promotes
good health. Two will be installed in the
Town Center, opening 2020.
The Labyrinth: a spiritual tool found in
ancient cultures to guide healing, deepen
self-knowledge, and empower creativity.
Walking the labyrinth clears the mind,
gives insight into the spiritual journey,
and offers inner healing. It creates a
place that provides beauty and peace
to be refreshed and renewed, meditate,
pray or get centered. The labyrinth will be
installed as cork flooring in the Town Center
exercise and dance space, opening 2020.
THANK YOU!
If you are among the 80+ donors who have already responded
to the annual campaign, we thank you for your generosity. For
those who prefer mid- or end-of-year giving, we look forward
to your gift to whatever fund speaks to your heart.
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FOUNDATION BOARD MEMBERS
As stewards of the Foundation’s
purpose, Board members look
forward to hearing from you.
Renée Anderson, President
randerson@saintjohnsmilw.org
Patsy Aster
saster3@gmail.com
Polly Beal
beal.polly@gmail.com
Sybil Bell
SBell@SaintJohnsMilw.org
Susan Wright Brennan
suzybrennan@sbcglobal.net
Lloyd Lewis
aple1928@gmail.com
Richard Miller
msrrhm@aol.com

Sharing the Love
HANDY MAN, ART BEAUDRY
Resident Art Beaudry has always loved using his
hands to make things. He is known for his origami
creations and for caning antique chairs. Recently,
he has added something new: the making of colorful braided bracelets. He was inspired by a library
how-to book and thought the bracelets would sell
at the annual Holiday Marketplace as an income
source for the Scholarship program…but he just
couldn’t wait! Since May, the bracelets’ sales have
added $270 into the Scholarship Endowment Fund.
VERY nice!

WE ARE HUMBLED,
SHE WAS HONORED
Joy Harjo was here,
as a presenter, at the
March 2019 Symposium,
and, in June 2019 was
appointed the new
United States poet
laureate! And even more,
Joy is the first Native
American Poet Laureate
in the history of the position.

BEYOND OUR WALLS
April’s Lenten outreach boxes collected $445 in
change for good. The donations were used to
support four areas in the Gifts For Life of Episcopal
Relief & Development:

If you were in the audience, you made a memory –
so tell your family, grandchildren and Facebook
friends. Then show them this picture. It’s your
BIG DEAL moment!

•
•
•
•

four flocks of chickens which supply a source
of food and income
four units of basic healthcare and nutrition
for moms and newborns
one unit of a micro-credit loan for women
to start or expand a small business
and the difference donated to General
Support – all are transformative global gifts.

MAKING THE MAGIC HAPPEN
• April: an evening of Storytelling was sponsored
by Karen & Art Beaudry which featured Janice
Del Negro, featuring “Revenge, True Love,
and Other Stories”
• May: once again, a fabulous performance of
the Florentine Opera sponsored by Bela Maroti
• June: a classic Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra
concert with support from Nancy & John Snyder
and Pat & Allen Rieselbach
• July: a community favorite, the Fine Arts
Quartet, with funding from The Friends of
the FAQ.

INVITATION TO GIVE
We encourage you to enjoy the gift of giving.
Our office accepts gifts by cash, check, credit card,
assignment of a life insurance policy or retirement
account, or appreciated stock. Credit card gifting
is available through our website at
www.SaintJohnsMilw.org. Once there, look for
DONATE NOW in the banner above our logo
or click the PHILANTHROPY tab.
It’s easy. It’s secure. All donations to
Saint John’s Communities and
Saint John’s Communities Foundation qualify
under Section 170(f)(8) as eligible for tax deduction.
For information about any form of giving,
contact Sybil Bell at 414.831.6911
(SBell@SaintJohnsMilw.org) or
Mary Przybylski at 414.831.6905
(MPrzybylski@SaintJohnsMilw.org).

SAINT JOHN’S COMMUNITIES FOUNDATION, INC.

1840 North Prospect Avenue

Milwaukee, WI 53202

414.272.2022

www.SaintJohnsMilw.org

ENRICHING LIVES is a publication of Saint John’s Communities Foundation. The Foundation is a charitable organization
whose purpose is to solicit, hold, manage, invest, and expend endowed funds for the benefit of the residents of
Saint John’s and its programs and activities. Saint John’s mission is to enrich the lives of older adults through
gracious retirement living, spiritual growth, cultural and educational opportunities, and residential health care services.

