
  

A CELEBRATION OF SCHOLARS
On August 20th, nine exceptional employees were “six feet socially-distanced” while being awarded                  
educational scholarships from a pool of $22,200. We applaud and celebrate the many dreams and ambitions      
of the awardees and wish them every success on their academic journey.
 
The Scholarship Program aligns with the goal to attract and retain the best talent to work at Saint John’s.           
The sources of funds for the program are revenues from the Thrift Shoppe, the SurprisingFindings Etsy store, 
the apartment pop-up events, as well as distributions from the Foundation’s Scholarship Endowment Fund.

 
View the Scholarship Award Presentation on Saint John’s website:

https://www.saintjohnsmilw.org/culture-of-philanthropy/saint-johns-thrift-shoppe/

Montse Alvarez 
Elementary Education, 

Alverno College

Megan Blas 
Social Welfare, 

UWM

Shania Gilmore 
Nursing, 

UWM

Sam Goeller 
Pre-Physician’s Assistant 

Studies, UWM

Caelan King
Master’s of Athletic Training, 

Marquette University

AUTUMN 2020 

Mari Westemeier 
Psychology, University of 

New Mexico-Albuquerque

Colin Spieker 
Information Science & 

Technology, UWM

Amber McKinney 
Nursing, Bryant & 
Stratton College

Stephanie Munguia 
Early Elementary 
Education, UWM
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OUR MESSAGE  

Without question, our residents and 
staff have come to embrace the many 
challenges of this long season of 
pandemic. Emerging over the past  
six months are stories of creativity, 
kindness and compassion. In the time 
that has moved forward, it is notable 
that the capacity for tolerance of the 
situation has also increased. That is 
a powerful statement of both 
resilience and growth. 

As the calendar turns to yet another 
month wearing masks and being 
socially-distanced, may we continue 
to seek excellence in the ordinary.
   Sybil & Cathy

  

 For information about any 
form of giving, contact

 Director of Philanthropy  
Sybil Bell at 414.831.6911 
(SBell@SaintJohnsMilw.org) 

Donor Relations Manager             
Cathy Carr at 414.831.6905 
(CCarr@SaintJohnsMilw.org)

FOUNDATION BOARD NEWS

Together Lloyd Lewis and Dick Miller have served 16 years 
on the Foundation Board as solicitors for and stewards of the 
assets held in our Foundation. When they joined in 2012, the 
Foundation asset portfolio was $3.5 million. By year-end 2019, 
the assets had grown to an astounding $8.25 million!
 
Separately, they have each completed their purposeful work 
on the Foundation Board and we are all the better for their 
numerous contributions and wise counsel. 

Lloyd partnered to open the Direc-
tors Fund for Charitable Care, but is 
best known for opening the Scholar-
ship Endowment Fund in 2014. Most 
recently, Lloyd’s passion for education 
led to the establishment of the Lloyd 
Lewis Fellowship Fund, to provide 
resources for licensed health care staff 
to receive specialty training to attain 
advanced skills. Combined, these 
assets now total $560,000. Amazing.

Dick partnered in establishing the 
Directors Fund for Charitable Care in 
2013. With wife Miriam Reading, they 
also opened the Jean B. Tyler Program 
Fund in 2013 and then launched the 
LifeStreams Endowment Fund in 2014. 
The total combined balance of these 
funds is currently more than $400,000. 
Additionally, with Dick’s efforts, this 
office raised $2.3 million in a campaign 
for the Chaplaincy and Chapel Music 
Endowment Funds. Wow.

Saint John’s is honored and grateful for their gifts of time and 
talent and treasure as long-term directors, and donors, to our 
important work.  

Lloyd Lewis

Dick Miller

“Attitude is a choice. Happiness is a choice. Optimism is a choice. 
Kindness is a choice. Giving is a choice. Respect is a choice. 
Whatever choice you make, makes you. Choose wisely.” 
          ~ Roy T. Bennett

Sybil Bell Cathy Carr
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LEGACY SOCIETY 

Our legacy donors are ordinary people who believe in the extraordinary—the impact that a 
planned gift makes on Saint John’s ability to be an unrivaled provider of premier retirement 
living. A legacy gift is pre-arranged from one’s estate using various financial instruments like a 
residential contract refund, a will intention or a retirement fund. Would you like to explore the 
possibility of a future gift?

Our most recent Legacy Society Donor is a person who is very intentional. She makes decisions 
by asking “what-if?” The answer became quite clear regarding estate plans; she assigned part 
of her contract refund to Saint John’s Foundation. With this future gift, it is exciting to report that 
Saint John’s endowment receivables are now $1.117 million. The donor, who wishes to remain 
Anonymous, is counted among our most abundant blessings.

A FOND FAREWELL TO ANNIE AGARD 
For 31 years, Annie Agard made her home at Saint John’s. She loved attending 
worship services in the Chapel and our many programs, having friends as 
neighbors and hearing stories from employees. Her recent death happened 
at a most historic time in our nation, with pandemic restrictions keeping the 
families apart during her final days. Our staff however was able to provide 
opportunities for conversations through an iPad and to offer updates by email. 
It was the best solution to stay connected. In deep appreciation for her life here, 
Annie’s daughter Nancy, and husband Joe Danas, along with Annie’s brother 
John Haydon and wife Grace, worked to strategize a meaningful memorial gift. 

We were able to match their philanthropic goals beautifully with timely organiza-
tional needs. Their gift was designated to fund a DVD library of best practices 
in dementia care, the certification of two health center staff and the purchase 
of supportive equipment for each care neighborhood in this time of COVID 
service. Our gratitude abounds for this lovely and significant gesture to honor 
Annie.

VROOM VROOM!
We give a shout-out to resident Sue Elsesser who recently made the decision 
to donate her car (truly a favorite) to Saint John’s. Her vehicle is the perfect size 
for our Concierge staff to transport a resident to an appointment or head over 
to the pharmacy—and—her gift is tax deductible! Thank you, Sue, for this most 
generous in-kind donation.

Annie Agard

Sue Elsesser

“Sharing tales of those we’ve lost is how we keep from really losing them.”
           ~ Mitch Albom
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ENRICHING LIVES is a publication of Saint John’s Office of Philanthropy which represents the Saint John’s Foundation. 
The Foundation is a charitable organization with a purpose to solicit, hold, manage, invest and expend endowed 
funds for the benefit of the residents of Saint John’s and its programs and activities. Saint John’s Communities’ 

mission is to enrich the lives of older adults through gracious retirement living, spiritual growth, cultural and 
educational opportunities and health care services. 

NotesNotes  forfor  YouYou
IMPORTANT HAPPENINGS

• United Way: this resident-sponsored campaign 
is underway and closes September 25th. 

• Volunteer Appreciation: in late September,    
we recognize those who give their time.

• Legacy Society: plans are underway for this 
November Foundation signature event. 

INVITATION TO GIVE

We encourage you to enjoy the gift of giving.     
Our office accepts cash, check, credit card or       
appreciated stock. All financial gifts to Saint John’s 
Communities and Saint John’s Communities Foun-
dation qualify under Section 170(f)(8) as eligible 
for tax deduction. Credit card gifting is available 
through our office or through our website: https://
www.saintjohnsmilw.org/culture-of-philanthropy/
joyful-giving/.

WE’RE THINKING 
ABOUT THE HOLIDAYS! 

We know… the leaves haven’t 
even begun to change color. 

But, residents are ever ready to express their 
appreciation to our staff. Our annual mailing 
will go out in early October with a request to 
participate in the Employee Holiday Fund. 
From all the contributions collected, each 
staff member will receive a holiday bonus 
check near Thanksgiving. The overwhelming 
generosity each year is both humbling and 
gratifying – and it’s tax deductible.

FOUNDATION BOARD MEMBERS

As stewards of the Foundation’s               
purpose, Board members look               
forward to hearing from you.

Renée Anderson, President 
randerson@saintjohnsmilw.org 

Patsy Aster
saster3@gmail.com

Polly Beal
beal.polly@gmail.com

Sybil Bell
SBell@SaintJohnsMilw.org

Susan Wright Brennan
suzybrennan@sbcglobal.net 

ANNUAL CAMPAIGN IN PROGRESS

Our once-a-year campaign is your invitation 
to support what is important to you. The 
opportunities to choose from vary within our 
menu of Saint John’s Foundation funds and 
programs, some highlighted below: 

• Garden Fund: for our many outdoor 
projects which invest in beauty and     
curb appeal

• Directors Fund for Charitable Care:       
for residents who have outlived their 
assets and are unable to fully pay for 
residency costs

• Capital Fund: for the many important  
projects to sustain our campus

• Any Fund that gives you joy. 

We give deep thanks to the more than 
90 donors who have already contributed. 
If you prefer year-end giving, we look forward 
to receiving your gift then. 

 


