
  

WINTER 2020 

DONOR SPOTLIGHT

It was back in 1988 that Saint John’s was able to complete an artistic 
vision through donor commitment, staff energy and resident enthusiasm 
in the opening of an art gallery in the lower level of the Central Tower.

 A newly created Arts Board was charged with the rotation of art exhibits, 
calendaring special events, acquiring donations and financial oversight. 
Front and center one could find Francie Luke Silverman – an Episcopal 
friend, a volunteer with the then Saint John’s Ladies’ Auxiliary, an active 
Arts Board member and a long-time donor. She served on the Arts
Board for seven years, contributing pieces from her personal art 
collection, giving funds and finding funds, and all the while offering 
her wisdom on visual arts.

Besides her cultural interests, Francie enjoyed issues related to the 
spiritual as well as educational. She stayed involved long after her 
Board term ended in 1995 as a faithful donor and a trusted art advisor 
to staff, including Donna Spars, VP of LifeStyle. After Francie’s death 
in 2013, Saint John’s received a surprise bequest from her estate.

When the Francie Luke Silverman Foundation was established in 2014, 
Saint John’s was invited to apply for grant funding. Twice yearly, the Foundation reviews requests. Over the past 
six years, Saint John’s has been awarded a collective $62,000 for various initiatives. That brings us to our most 
recent gift received in November – a grant for $10,000 in support of our technology needs and expenses 
designed to increase connections and reduce social isolation through a television platform called TouchTown. 
Our LifeStreams’ staff are managing this exciting campus-wide solution through two in-house cable TV channels 
(955 and 956) that air daily enrichment programs. And, TouchTown also offers an app for phone or computer 
with the ability to sign up for LifeStreams programs – all in support of our seven dimensions of wellness. The 
grant is a perfect match for Saint John’s residents as well as Francie’s foundation.

With this new award, our gratitude abounds more and more for Francie’s legacy.

“The adventure of life is to learn. The purpose of life is to grow. The nature of life is to change. 
The challenge of life is to overcome. The essence of life is to care. The opportunity of life is to serve. 

The secret of life is to dare. The spice of life is to befriend. The beauty of life is to give.”    
          ~William Arthur Ward

FRANCIE LUKE SILVERMAN
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ANNUAL CAMPAIGNS IN PROGRESS 

In this season of giving, we are humbled by the 
generous response to the 2020 annual Employee 
Holiday Fund Appeal. From the contributions 
collected, each staff person received a bonus check 
in early December. The demonstration of deep      
appreciation to our staff for a most challenging    
year of service is simply overwhelming. 

We also give thanks to those who have contributed 
to our once-a-year Annual Campaign. This opportu-
nity is open through year-end. Consider a gift to
any endowment fund in the Foundation or to a 
capital project: a Peleton bike for the fitness center, 
two replacement ping pong tables, a billiard table 
with accessories or to support the needed items in 
our Library’s new Technology Center. 

We look forward to a conversation with you about a 
2020 contribution and the creative ways to accom-
plish your joyful giving for what is important to you. 

FIND US ON THE WEB

The Office of Philanthropy’s home page on                
Saint John’s website allows you to navigate the 

many stewardship activities and Foundation Funds.              
Take time to visit at: www.

saintjohnsmilw.org/culture-of-philanthropy/. 

Be sure to LIKE us on FACEBOOK.

OUR MESSAGE  

Our very best wishes to you this season:
May your days be full of wonder that 
make life a delight, with grace sufficient 
to overcome any worries. May resources 
support your needs, with enough left over 
to share. May you find passion for new 
beginnings, be at peace with the losses, 
allow forgiveness for past hurts and find 
courage for next steps. And finally, may 
blessings abound for both the joys and 
the challenges. 

  ~ Sybil &Cathy

   For information about any form of giving, contact

 Director of Philanthropy:  Sybil Bell at 414.831.6911 (SBell@SaintJohnsMilw.org) 

Donor Relations Manager:  Cathy Carr at 414.831.6905 (CCarr@SaintJohnsMilw.org)

Sybil Bell Cathy Carr
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PLANNED GIFTS ARE YOUR PERSONAL LEGACY 

Our legacy donors are ordinary people who believe in the extraordinary—the impact that a planned gift 
makes on Saint John’s ability to be an unrivaled provider of premier retirement living. Members of our 
Legacy Society know the importance of planning with the intention to make a difference in Saint John’s 
future.

A legacy or planned gift is a pledge or pre-arranged payment from one’s estate using various financial 
instruments, like a residential contract refund, a will intention, or a retirement fund. As a legacy donor, 
you have the satisfaction and the joy of giving now, while feeling no financial effect during your lifetime. 
Your gift will reflect your personal values, grow in perpetuity, and be a resource for generations  
to come.

We invite you to consider naming Saint John’s as a beneficiary in your estate plans. Once the gift is 
committed, you are welcomed into the Legacy Society. If you have already included us, please inform 
the Office of Philanthropy so that we can thank you personally.

FOUNDATION BOARD NEWS

At the October meeting, the Foundation Board of Directors
approved $10,000 in grants from the Endowed Fund for the           
Visually Impaired to support the work of three area organizations. 
Each agency has a mission to provide services to older adults 
with vision challenges. Congratulations to Audio & Braille Literacy 
Enhancement (ABLE), the Center for Deaf-Blind Persons and 
Vision-FORWARD. It is our annual privilege to partner with 
these three worthy agencies.

November is our Annual Legacy Society & Top Donor Appreciation Month 
We were unable to gather for our annual event; instead the Foundation took time 

to acknowledge our donors with a special treat in November. It is a privilege to celebrate all 
those individuals who advance the mission of Saint John’s through generous giving or with 

the arrangement of a forward-thinking planned gift. 

ANNUAL SYMPOSIUM ON AGING

This Saint John’s signature event has been postponed until 
2022. Please know the Symposium Planning Committee sends 
this message with deep disappointment. While hosting a 2021 
Symposium would be possible utilizing a virtual platform, the 
lack of personal connection became the non-negotiable issue 
in our decision-making process. Our energy and enthusiasm 
shall be channeled to 2022 when it is more hopeful that we 
can gather in person. 

FOUNDATION BOARD MEMBERS

As stewards of the Foundation’s               
purpose, Board members look               
forward to hearing from you.

Renée Anderson, President 
RAnderson@SaintJohnsMilw.org 

Patsy Aster
SAster3@gmail.com

Polly Beal
Beal.Polly@gmail.com

Sybil Bell
SBell@SaintJohnsMilw.org

Susan Wright Brennan
SuzyBrennan@sbcglobal.net 



NewsNews  &&  NotesNotes

FIND THAT SURPRISE GIFT!

Our online Etsy shop, SuprisingFindings, 
(https://www.etsy.com/shop/surprisingfindings) 
is a venue that sells vintage items for a source 
of revenue for the employee scholarship 
program. Our collectibles and jewelry items 
are twenty years old or older. 

A sampling of items is currently featured in 
the glass display case opposite the elevators in 
the lower level Central Tower. Come and see; 
come and shop. It’s the perfect time of year 
to purchase that special gift for that special 
someone! We give a big shout-out to 
resident manager Sandy Duffy, shipping clerk 
Bea Randall and the other volunteers who 
have helped make this a successful venture 
over the last six years. Our scholarship 
awardees are grateful too!

Contact Cathy Carr for questions or 
donations: CCarr@SaintJohnsMilw.org 
or 414.831.6905.

SHARING THE LOVE

• We are grateful to the Foundation’s Bill & Nicole
      Teweles Entertainment Fund that became a         
       sponsoring donor of three of the ten MILWAUKEE        
       FILM FEST movies. 

• The Florentine Opera is a community favorite 
brought to Saint John’s this December once again 
from the generosity of Bela Maroti. We give him 
thanks.

• Winter is on the way once again. Jim Ballard is 
hopeful that you will consider supporting area 
homeless shelters. Place gently-used coats, scarves 
and gloves, new packages of undergarments and 
toiletries in the bins at any reception desk. 

• Local partner, Boswell Books, is adding $1 to all 
book sales this holiday season to donate 95 cents to 
neighborhood nonprofit Eastside Senior Services. 
ESS serves adults 60+ who remain living in their 
homes in a safe and dignified manner with a little 
help from friends. You can be a supporter by buying 
a book or two; call Boswell Books at 414.332.1181.

• Resident Judith Miller believes in the mission of   
the Milwaukee Women’s Center. She volunteers to 
collect luggage, in good condition, for the benefit  
of guests to pack up their belongings when their 
stay is completed. If you would like to donate luggage, 
contact Cathy Carr, CCarr@SaintJohnsMilw.org or 
414.831.6905.

SAINT JOHN’S COMMUNITIES FOUNDATION, INC.
1840 North Prospect Avenue      Milwaukee, WI  53202      414.272.2022      www.SaintJohnsMilw.org 

 

ENRICHING LIVES is a publication of Saint John’s Office of Philanthropy which represents the Saint John’s Foundation. 
The Foundation is a charitable organization with a purpose to solicit, hold, manage, invest and expend endowed 
funds for the benefit of the residents of Saint John’s and its programs and activities. Saint John’s Communities’ 

mission is to enrich the lives of older adults through gracious retirement living, spiritual growth, cultural and 
educational opportunities and health care services. 

“The best thing about the future   
is that it comes one day at a time.” 
  ~ Abraham Lincoln


