
  

A GIFT OF LOVE

With the approach of their 50th wedding anniversary 
in September 2021, resident couple Holger and 
Mary Beth Petersen took time to plan the possibili-
ties of an impactful gift instead of a traditional 
one to celebrate their event. The timing couldn’t 
have been more perfect as the North Tower 
construction project created some unique 
opportunities. With their shared philanthropic 
values that endorse nature, environmental 
stewardship and healthy living, the Petersen’s 
committed to sponsor the installation of the Living 
Wall which was one part of the overall project. 

Beyond the natural beauty it provides, living and 
working in a green environment has proven positive 
effects on well-being. The greenery purifies the air, 
soothes anxiety and promotes healing which offers 
numerous benefits to our community.

While this gift has been long-awaited in its unveil-
ing, it has been worth its planning, construction  
and fulfilment. The Living Wall’s placement in the 
Atrium of the new North Tower Town Center has 
created a friendly freshness, yet an understated 
sophistication. Participants at its official opening        
on March 30th were greeted with a WOW experi-
ence. It is our mutual hope that all visitors will  
have a similar experience. You are invited to 
come and see.

Saint John’s is deeply grateful to Holger 
and Mary Beth for this contribution with its 
impressive and visionary legacy which honors 
a most significant personal event.
  

Holger and Mary Beth Petersen stand near the two beautiful
Living Walls in the Atrium which they donated in honor of 

their upcoming 50th Wedding Anniversary. Congratulations!
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“If you truly love nature, you will find beauty everywhere.”
— Laura Ingalls Wilder
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CELEBRATING NEW CONNECTIONS

On March 30th, Saint John’s grand opening 
theme of Celebrating New Connections fea-
tured just that – the connection of the campus 
to the new North Tower and the Town Center.  
The event featured an invocation, a ribbon-
cutting and tours on the hour from 9am–7pm.       
This marked our first community gathering in 
over a year. 

Musicians from the Milwaukee Symphony          
Orchestra provided special sounds of welcome. 
We give thanks to our sponsor—the BILL & 
CHAR JOHNSON MUSIC FUND.

The string quartet performed classical pieces 
in the morning while the duet of clarinet and 
piano presented us with semi-classical in the 
afternoon. The newly purchased grand piano arrived just in 
time for this much anticipated affair – a most beautiful in-
strument with its heavenly notes and an ebony satin finish. 
Our piano consultant recommended a Mason & Hamlin 
Piano over other manufacturers as a best sounding fit for 
our space. Many donors helped to underwrite its acquisi-
tion and we extend our gratitude to those who made this 
inaugural reception all the sweeter.  

  

 Photo: pictured with scissors, Renée Anderson (SJ President & 
CEO) and (pictured from l to r): Romy McCarthy (Piper Sandler);       
Mike Lingle (SJ Vice President of Facilities); Dan Lemminger          
(SJ Chief Financial Officer); Jeffrey Holzhauer (Eppstein Uhen          
Architects); obscured - John Dawson (SJ Board Member and        
Chair of Building Committee); Ron Blitch (Blitch Knevel Architects); 
Jana Troutman-Miller (SJ Director of Spiritual Services); Craig Witz 
(Witz Company); and Ben Bergles (VJS Construction Services).

  

 Photo: The MSO string quartet christened the stage of the new 
North Cultural Arts Center which was beautifully decorated with     
a few placesettings – a sign of things to come! 

OUR MESSAGE  

  

 For information about any form of giving, contact
 Chief Philanthropy Officer  Sybil Bell at 414.831.6911   (SBell@SaintJohnsMilw.org) 
Donor Relations Manager  Cathy Carr at 414.831.6905 (CCarr@SaintJohnsMilw.org)

Sybil Bell Cathy Carr

  
The pandemic season is one year old and we are now seeing 
a more hopeful vision emerging with the administration of 
vaccinations. This past year is full of stories of challenges and 
opportunities, loss and lessons, struggles and strength, disap-
pointments and creative solutions. May we each move forward 
with kindness guiding our feet on the path. 

     Choose to spread joy, 
       Sybil & Cathy
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2020 GIVING REPORT

A combined total of $605,347 was contributed to support 
the Communities’ operations and the Foundation’s Endowed 
Funds. The 2020 Annual Report will give a full review on 
accomplishments. At year-end, Saint John’s Foundation’s 
portfolio reported an asset balance of nearly $9 Million. It was 
and is a big achievement – demonstrating the impact from 
gifts both large and small. Donations to Saint John’s Employee 
Holiday Fund totaled an amazing $222,260 – making a powerful 
statement from residents, families, board members and memo-
rial donors in appreciation for “service excellence” in a most 
challenging year. Our staff was over-the-moon with gratitude!

LIGHTS. CAMERA. ACTION. 

Pandemic restrictions have created a unique partnership with 
Milwaukee Film and our LifeStreams programming. The BILL & 
NICOLE TEWELES ENTERTAINMENT FUND has generously 
sponsored the launch of a six-part monthly Film Series featur-
ing one movie to be viewed virtually per month for six months 
from March to September. The film is available for virtual view-
ing for the week leading up to the first Friday when at 3pm, 
Milwaukee Film provides a guest speaker to lead a discussion 
about the month’s film. Residents are deeply grateful to the 
Teweles Fund for the opportunity to watch specialty films and 
then take time to review in a talk-back. 

JACK BRYSON DAY –                        
and a BITTERSWEET FAREWELL

President & CEO, Renée Anderson,
proclaimed January 28, 2021 as          
JACK BRYSON DAY! This was to honor 
a milestone event, Jack’s 100th birthday, 
as well as his 60 years of volunteer 
contributions. Jack’s various 
achievements: years of service on 
the Board – twice!– breaking ground 
on this campus in 1977; championing 
multiple fundraising campaigns; 
presiding as Arts Board Chair and
personally donating a sculpture and 
a fountain. Our gratitude abounds 
for Jack and his many contributions 
spanning six decades. Sadly, Jack 
passed away, just two months later, 
March 23. And, now we cherish this 
memorable event.

INVITATION TO GIVE

We encourage you to enjoy the gift of
giving. Our office accepts cash, check,   
credit card or appreciated stock. All 
financial gifts to Saint John’s Communities 
and Saint John’s Communities Foundation 
qualify under Section 170(f)(8) as eligible     
for tax deduction. Credit card gifting is 
available through our office or through 
the Philantropy page on our website: 
www.SaintJohnsMilw.org

John, Jack and Lisa Bryson celebrate Jack’s 100th Birthday!

VROOM VROOM

Residents John and Jane Ausman         
recently donated their vehicle to 
Saint John’s – a most generous gesture. 
This tax deductible in-kind gift will be 
offered in a sale process to employees 
and the proceeds will benefit our
scholarship program. 

Thank you, John and Jane, for sharing 
your abundance.
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ENRICHING LIVES is a publication of Saint John’s Office of Philanthropy. 
The Foundation is a charitable organization with a purpose to solicit, hold, manage, invest and expend endowed 
funds for the benefit of the residents of Saint John’s and its programs and activities. Saint John’s Communities’ 

mission is to enrich the lives of older adults through gracious retirement living, spiritual growth, cultural and 
educational opportunities and health care services. 

NotesNotes  forfor  YouYou

We welcome Judy Moon to the Foundation Board 
in her role as the Communities’ Board designee. Judy 
has a BA in Psychology with an MA in Religious Studies 
and is closely aligned with our mission to serve older 
adults with dignity. Judy replaces Polly Beal who filled 
the vacated shoes of Stuart Parsons as the Communi-
ties’ Board Chair – may he rest in peace. Polly’s service 
on the Foundation Board began in 2015 when the      
portfolio totaled just $5.2 Million; we have come a 
long way since then and we give thanks.

At January’s meeting, three current Foundation Board 
members renewed their terms of office from 2021 
through 2024: Renée Anderson, Sybil Bell and Suzy 
Brennan. Each brings continued commitment to fulfill 
the Foundation’s purpose to advance Saint John’s.

FOUNDATION BOARD MEMBERS

As stewards of the Foundation’s purpose, Board 
members look forward to hearing from you.

Renée Anderson, President 
RAnderson@SaintJohnsMilw.org 

Patsy Aster
SAster3@gmail.com

Judy Moon
JudyTMoon@aol.com

Sybil Bell
SBell@SaintJohnsMilw.org

Susan Wright Brennan
SuzyBrennan@sbcglobal.net 

ONCE A YEAR...

• The Annual Meeting of the Board of 
Saint John’s Communities is scheduled 
for Monday, May 3rd. It is a look at 2020 
in two separate published reports:      
1) Saint John’s Communities and 2) 
Saint John’s Communities Founda-
tion.The reports will be distributed 
throughout campus and by mail/email. 

• The Annual Campaign opens May 10th 
in a mailing to support Saint John’s     
in ways that are important to you.       
Participation options are numerous: 
sponsorship of a life enrichment        
program, a capital project or a gift       
to a favorite Foundation fund.  

The Campaign is open all year 
to receive your joyful contribution. 
We look forward to questions about 
charitable giving opportunities or 
membership in our Legacy Society. 

 

JOYFUL SHOPPING TAKES ON NEW NAME
 
Phase 4 of the construction project is scheduled to be 
complete in summer 2021. This includes what is formerly 
known as the “Thrift Shoppe.” Look for excitement to 
build for the opening of Saint John’s Surprising Findings 
Resale Shop. Its new name aligns with our on-line Etsy 
Store and characterizes what you can expect to find 
when you visit. Shopping at either of these venues 
creates a joyful experience knowing that all proceeds 
benefit Saint John’s Communities Foundation.

If you need assistance finding a new home for your 
treasures, contact Cathy Carr.

https://www.etsy.com/shop/surprisingfindings

