
WINTER 2021 

SHOPPING TREASURES & PLEASURES
Surprising Findings is our renovated resale shop which re-opened in September. It has been a whirlwind of 
donations, merchandising and pricing with lots of help from resident Dean Thome. Sales are off the charts! 
Even items from the Etsy display case are finding new owners. 

We give a big shout-out to Sandy Duffy and Kathleen Kelly who have sustained our online shop throughout 
the 20 months of construction. They welcome resident volunteers who are willing to share their knowledge    
of jewelry, antiques and collectibles. 

Thank you to all the donors, 
shoppers, and to our current 
volunteers:  

• Pat Busalacchi
• Tony Busalacchi
• Mary Therese Duffy
• Pat Foster
• Ilse Haberer
• Kathy Kain
• Mary McAndrews
• Carol Moeser
• Michelle Mooney 
• Joyce Pabst
• Margot Paddock
• Sally Schoendorf
• Nancy Simuel
• Jane Ziol

Come and see; come and shop. 
Just take a left off the Central Tower 
elevator at the ground level. 

Contact Cathy Carr for volunteer 
opportunities or for assistance 
with donations: 414.831.6905 or 
CCarr@SaintJohnsMilw.org.

SURPRISING FINDINGS has had 
sales of $12,176 since its opening!

HOURS OF OPERATION
Tuesday 1 p.m. – 4 p.m.

Thursday 10 a.m. – 1 p.m.
1st Saturday of the Month 9 a.m. –11 a.m. 

(non-holiday weekends)
Donations accepted during hours of operation. 

Opening Day in Surprising Findings resale shop (pictured left to right)
Dean Thome, Cathy Carr, Ilse Haberer and Sybil Bell

Scan this code 
with your phone 
to shop at our 

online etsy store.



A Culture of Philanthropy

ANNUAL CAMPAIGN IN PROGRESS
In this season of giving, we are deeply humbled by the generous 
response to the 2021 Employee Holiday Fund Campaign. From the 
contributions collected, each staff person received a bonus check 
in early December. The demonstration of deep appreciation to our 
staff for a most challenging year of service is simply overwhelming. 

We also extend gratitude to those who have 
contributed to our 2021 Annual Campaign. 
The opportunity is open all year. Please consider
a gift to the Foundation which offers many 
options to accomplish your personal goals 
of what is important to you at Saint John’s: 
www.saintjohnsmilw.org/culture-of-philanthropy/joyful-giving/. 

OUR MESSAGE 
Our very best wishes to you this season:
May your days be filled with wonder making life a delight, with 
grace sufficient to overcome any worries. May resources support 
your needs with enough left over to share. May you find passion     
for new beginnings, be at peace with the losses, allow forgiveness
for past hurts and find courage for next steps. And finally, may  
blessings abound to sustain your journey. 

    Sybil & Cathy
Sybil Bell Cathy Carr

  

 For information about any form of giving, contact
 Chief Philanthropy Officer  Sybil Bell at 414.831.6911 (SBell@SaintJohnsMilw.org) 

Donor Relations Manager  Cathy Carr at 414.831.6905  (CCarr@SaintJohnsMilw.org)

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
We are grateful to all who contributed to and volunteered 
their time to support the LifeStreams’ Cold Weather Backpack 
Initiative. The backpacks were filled with a blanket, lip balm      
and socks and then donated to St. Ben’s for their guests.

Backpack filling volunteers (L to R) Sally Bastings, Suzanne 
Osetek, Tom Bastings, Steve & Karen Loreck and Molly Canary. 

SAVE THE DATE! 
The Symposium on Aging, an annual 
signature event to advance transfor-
mational thinking about aging 
and ageism, will again be hosted 
by and held at Saint John’s on 
April 7 and 8, 2022. This year’s focus 
is social isolation, a pressing issue 
increasingly pronounced as a result 
of the pandemic. The Symposium 
will screen the movie premiere of 
ALL THE LONELY PEOPLE, a 
documentary profiling this very 
subject, and featuring nationally 
known lecturers speaking on the 
topic. The film’s Writer/Director 
Stu Maddux and Producer Joseph 
Applebaum and will share commen-
tary and invite audience feedback.

Funding for the Symposium comes 
from generous donors and sponsors 
to Saint John’s. Thank you for joining 
us in our work to make a difference 
in our community.
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A Culture of Philanthropy
BEYOND OUR WALLS

In 2018, in celebration of Saint John’s 150th 
anniversary, a bold initiative was introduced – 
The Institute On Aging. Envisioned as an 
opportunity to create lasting solutions to 
the negative consequences of poverty, 
discrimination and chronic health conditions 
among older adults in the wider Milwaukee 
community, the Institute today provides a 
structure which guides our financial support 
to community organizations.

Highlights of this year’s funding from the 
Institute are support of the production of a 
documentary film to counter social isolation 
and loneliness (see Save the Date!), financing 
a grant writing position at Serving Older 
Adults, the organization managing Milwaukee 
County senior centers and sponsorship of a 
summer concert series at St. Anne Center for 
Intergenerational Care. A full accounting of 
community outreach will be included in our 
Annual Report published in May.

As stewards of our own non-profit status, we 
are so grateful to support community-based 
organizations serving older adults.

“All The Lonely People”     
is the first deep-dive         
documentary into a bad 
feeling that’s getting
worse for millions of us.
It probes not only the 
causes of the problem      
but what is being done 
to fight it and the 
solutions taking root. 

A handful of people 
from different walks of 
life and different life 
stages offer the cameras 
intimate access to their 
struggle to overcome 
crippling loneliness and 
isolation with the help of 
innovative new programs and practices that 
if used in enough places, may make millions 
of us feel like we belong again. Each person is 
pulled out of isolation by a different innovative 
solution. 

Stu Maddux is an award winning producer and 
director of non-fiction media with international 
credits. His honors include seven regional 
Emmy Awards as well as awards from film 
festivals on five continents. 

Joseph Applebaum is a television broadcast 
producer and documentary filmmaker with 
over 20 years of experience in the national 
entertainment industry. Applebaum is a 
graduate of the University of Southern 
California School of Cinematic Arts. 

Their work together: After giving up careers 
in Los Angeles, Joe and Stu moved to 
San Francisco and began The Clowder Group. 
A small production company that successfully 
uses documentary film to create social change. 

“I have found that among its other benefits, 
giving liberates the soul of the giver.” 

~Maya Angelou
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Donor Spotlight

HOW TO GIVE
We encourage you to enjoy the gift of giving. Our office accepts cash, check, credit card or appreci-
ated stock. All financial gifts to Saint John’s Communities and Saint John’s Communities Foundation 
qualify under Section 170(f)(8) as eligible for tax deduction. Credit card gifting is available through our 
office or through our website at: www.saintjohnsmilw.org/culture-of-philanthropy/joyful-giving/.

Kathryn Smith, now deceased, planned 
her legacy gift many years ago through 
the refund on her residency contract. 

Her interest in and dedication to engage-
ment formed the KATHERINE M. SMITH 
ENDOWMENT FUND with the purpose 
of supplementing LifeStreams programs, 
performances and events.
 
Her commitment to lifelong learning will 
add an annual richness to our calendar.

Several years ago, Eileen 
and Dan Meehan, named the 
Foundation as a beneficiary of 

their refund. 

At their passing, their gift was 
designated to the Directors Fund 

for Charitable Care signifying 
their shared value of sustaining 
Saint John’s residents who have 

outlived their assets.
 

We are thankful for this 
generous and heartfelt 

support. 

“I would maintain that thanks are the highest form of thought, 
and that gratitude is happiness doubled by wonder.”

   G.K. Chesterton
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Donor Spotlight
RESIDENT RECEIVES 
A LEGACY AWARD

With humility and grace, 
Bela Maroti accepted the 
Leave A Legacy Award in 
November from the 
Association of Fundraising 
Professionals. The nominating 
organization, Lutheran Social 
Services Foundation, has a 
portfolio balance of 
$30 million from the 1956 
founding work of Bela. We 
offer him our best regards to 
this honor so well-deserved.

Bela (Right) is pictured with Héctor Colón, President and CEO of Lutheran Social Services. 

PLANNED GIFTS CREATE YOUR PERSONAL LEGACY 
Our Legacy Society Members know the importance of planning with 
intention to make a difference in Saint John’s future. We welcome our 
new members!

Thank you to Judy Hughes who has arranged a bequest to the Foundation      
to support our impactful work.

Erik and Carol Moeser have assigned a refund gift to support the work of the Foundation to tangibly 
express confidence in our commitment to aging well and lifelong learning.

Carolyn Sweers has designated her refund gift to support the Scholarship Endowment Fund to make 
educational dreams a reality for our staff. 

Legacy donors are just ordinary people who believe in the extraordinary impact that a planned gift 
makes on Saint John’s ability to be an unrivaled provider of retirement living. Members of our Legacy 
Society know the importance of planning for the future. As a legacy donor, you have the satisfaction 
and the joy of giving now, while feeling no financial effect during your lifetime. Please consider naming 
Saint John’s as a beneficiary in your estate plans. Once the gift is committed, you are welcomed into 
the Legacy Society. If you have made prior plans, please inform us so we can thank you personally.

November is our Legacy Society & Top Donor Appreciation Month. We give special thanks to all 
those individuals who advance the mission of Saint John’s with the arrangement of a forward-
thinking planned gift or through lifetime giving of $10,000+.
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We thank Jane Waldbaum and Steve Morse for the colorful original works hung in the North Tower 
Lobby Art Gallery. Jane’s father, Max Arthur Cohn, was a prolific artist, painter, printmaker and author. 
He was born to Jewish immigrants in London in 1903; the family immigrated to New York in 1905. At 
age 18, he worked at a commercial art studio and learned the then new silk screen printing technique 
- a skill he used in his early pioneering art screen prints. In 1922, he studied at the Art Students League 
as a pupil of John Sloan. In Paris, in 1927, he studied at the Académie Colorossi. Back in New York, he 
joined the Easel Project NYC WPA/FAP, a program that stimulated jobs during the Great Depression to 
create public art. 

During the 1940s and 1950s, Cohn worked in commercial silk screen printing to support his wife and 
daughter. He eventually opened Graphic Arts Studio where he was instrumental in introducing silk 
screen technique to the young Andy Warhol. He served as a founding member of the National Seri-
graph Society and co-authored the handbook Silk Screen Stenciling as a Fine Art, with J. I. Biegeleisen. 
Cohn traveled frequently in Europe and the Middle East as well as in Mexico, the Caribbean and in 
favorite parts of the U.S. Cohn’s artwork is represented in numerous museums and private collections 
including: 
• Art Institute of Chicago
• Boston Public Library
• British Museum, London
• Harvard University Art Museums
• Howard University
• Metropolitan Museum of Art
• Milwaukee Art Museum
• Museum of Fine Arts, Boston
• Museum of the City of New York
• Museum of Modern Art

We are honored to join this illustrious roster.

Sharing the Love

• New York Public Library
• Philadelphia Museum of Art
• William Nelson Rockhill Gallery, Kansas City
• Tel Aviv Museum
• The Smithsonian American Art Museum
• UW-Madison, Chazen Museum of Art
• UW-Milwaukee, Emile Mathis Gallery & UWM Libraries 

Special Collections
• UW-Whitewater, Crossman Art Gallery
• Whitney Museum of American Art 
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FOUNDATION BOARD NEWS
At the October meeting, the Foundation Board 
of Directors approved $10,000 in grants from 
the Endowed Fund for the Visually Impaired to 
support the work of three area organizations. 
Each agency has as part of its mission to provide 
services to older adults with vision challenges. 
Congratulations to Audio & Braille Literacy 
Enhancement (ABLE), the Center for Deaf-Blind 
Persons and VisionFORWARD. It is our privilege 
to partner yearly with these three agencies.

FOUNDATION BOARD MEMBERS

As stewards of the Foundation’s purpose, 
Board members look forward to hearing from you.

Renée Anderson, President 
RAnderson@SaintJohnsMilw.org 

Tony Asmuth
AnthonyAsmuth@gmail.com

Patsy Aster
SAster3@gmail.com

Boz Bosworth
RobinsonBosworth@gmail.com

Judy Moon
JudyTMoon@aol.com

Sybil Bell
SBell@SaintJohnsMilw.org

Susan Wright Brennan
SuzyBrennan@sbcglobal.net 

Sharing the Love
MUSIC TO OUR EARS

A Steinway piano and bench are 
perched in the North Tower Lobby 
welcoming residents, visitors 
and staff to fill the space with 
glorious notes.  

Thank you to Betty Jo and Jim 
Nelsen.



Notes for You
HAPPENINGS AROUND SJOL

• Our very own Knit Wits & Stitch Wits sold their 
handmade goods at the November Holiday 
Marketplace – and donated all $820 in proceeds 
to the Scholarship Endowment Fund! Artist and 
Resident Cheri Briscoe donated her profits from 
the sale of original notecards to the Garden & 
Nature Endowment Fund. Wow.

• Saint John’s Beekeepers are included in a local 
video, “Beeing: Beekeepers & the Cream City”
– you can watch it with a click! https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=wzSHtTMxU0A
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ENRICHING LIVES is a publication of Saint John’s Office of Philanthropy which represents the Saint John’s Foundation 
– a charitable organization with a purpose to solicit, hold, manage, invest and expend endowed

funds for the benefit of the residents of Saint John’s and its programs and activities. Saint John’s Communities’ 
mission is to enrich the lives of older adults through gracious retirement living, spiritual growth, cultural and 

educational opportunities and healthcare services. 

• A classical guitar concert was held in November with Rene Iszquierdo and another is 
scheduled in December with his students–both sponsored in large part by Kathleen Kelly.

• Music – the universal language. Many thanks to Tony & Kathy Asmuth for their sponsorship 
of the 2021 Fall and 2022 Spring Chapel Music Series with Charles Sullivan and for two 2022 
performances by Early Music Now, both among our favorites.

• Wisdom of and education from Alonzo Kelly was shared in a December workshop coordi-
nated by Saint John’s Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Committee. An Anonymous Donor has 
graciously helped in sponsoring this event.

• The December Florentine Opera performance is a much-loved event brought to our 
campus from the sponsorship of Bela Maroti. We give him thanks.

• The Chapel Committee’s Advent Project is raising funds for Lutheran Social Services’ work 
with Afghani Refugees. It’s not too late to contribute.

• Yes, winter is on the way. Jim Ballard is hopeful that you will consider donating gently-used 
coats, scarves, gloves and new packages of socks, undergarments and toiletries to the 
Milwaukee Rescue Mission. Place items in the bin at the South desk.

• Let us entertain you! Bill and Nancy Carpenter are sponsoring a Milwaukee School of the 
Arts music program scheduled for early 2022.


