
WINTER 2022 

SHARING THE MAGIC

On December 2nd, Saint John’s hosted Eastside Senior Services’ Holiday Celebration in the North Cultural 
Arts Center. The 80 attendees enjoyed a delicious luncheon served by resident and employee volunteers 
who shared their warm hospitality to usher in the joy of the season (See photo below).

Eastside Senior Service’s mission is to help older adults live independently and stay connected to their       
community, aligning well with the purpose of the Community Impact Fund of Saint John’s Foundation.           
We have developed strong connections with Eastside Senior Services as many residents and employees       
are active ESS volunteers, have been the beneficiary of their services or have served in a leadership position 
on their Board of Directors. 

Fulfilling their mission with operations coordinated from donated space at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church,           
the Eastside Senior Services staff find themselves in need of temporary office headquarters while 
St. Mark’s embarks on a renovation project. We are excited to announce that Saint John’s has offered, 
and Eastside Senior Services has gratefully accepted, 
a relocation of their offices to Saint John’s for 2 employees 
and 2 interns to call “Home” during this displacement. 

(Above) Eastside Senior 
Services’ Melissa Meier, 

Executive Director, on the 
left, greets Santa and 
celebration attendees.

(Left) Thank you to           
Saint John’s resident and 

employee volunteers! 



A Culture of Philanthropy
MAKING CONNECTIONS, A NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION

The first 34 months of my employment at Saint John’s can 
be best summarized by “MASK ON…MASK OFF”. Covid-19 
safety precautions continued to fluctuate as we navigated the 
swings in the Milwaukee County positivity ratings. My hope 
for the New Year is that the declining rates will allow us to 
connect with residents, families and friends with visible smiles 
on our faces. 

The Office of Philanthropy meets with all new residents as they transition to make Saint John’s their 
home. We learn about their journey, connect them to resources and communicate the role of the  
Office of Philanthropy. We have enjoyed our casual meetings with the many new faces at Saint John’s. 
In 2023, we would like to extend this same invitation to our established residents as we would         
appreciate the opportunity to learn about your backgrounds and the causes about which you are 
passionate. We look forward to hearing from current residents and families who are interested in 
scheduling a convenient time for a visit. It will be wonderful to connect with all of you and do so 
without a mask!

May you and your loved ones have a blessed Holiday Season and peaceful New Year.

COMMUNITY IMPACT INITIATIVES 

A Tomorrow To Remember
Thirty residents, employees and family 
members dedicated a Sunday morning 
to participate in the 2022 Walk To End 
Alzheimer’s. It was a glorious day to 
walk along the paths of Lakeshore State 
Park while raising over $3,000 to bring 
awareness to Alzheimer’s Research. 

Impact Change In Honor of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. had a vision of equality and human 
rights for African Americans, the economically disadvantaged 
and all victims of injustice. Join us the Week of January 16-20 
as Saint John’s holds a food and personal hygiene supply drive 
to benefit Kinship Community Food Center in observance of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s 
Birthday. Watch for more details and a list of needed items the first week in January.

Cathy Carr

  

For information about any form of giving, contact
Director of Philanthropy Cathy Carr at 414.831.6905  (CCarr@SaintJohnsMilw.org)

Donor Relations Coordinator Amy Sugent at 414.831-6875 (ASugent@SaintJohnsMilw.org)

Amy Sugent
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– Cathy and Amy



Spotlight on Generosity
PLANNED GIFTS CREATE YOUR PERSONAL LEGACY 

Our Legacy Society members know the importance of planning with 
intention to make a difference in Saint John’s future. Legacy donors 
believe in the extraordinary impact that a planned gift makes on 
Saint John’s ability to be an unrivaled provider of retirement living. 
When you make this decision, you have the satisfaction and the joy of 
giving now, while feeling no financial effect during your lifetime. Please 
consider naming Saint John’s as a beneficiary in your estate plans or 

assigning a portion of your residency refund to the Foundation. Once the gift is committed, you are 
welcomed into the Legacy Society. If you have made prior plans, please inform us so we can thank you 
personally.

Several years ago, The Rev. John “Jack” and Beverly 
Gorsuch, named the Foundation as a beneficiary of their 
residency refund. At their passing, their gift was desinated 
to the General Fund demonstrating their appreciation for 
growing a solid foundation to support Saint John’s legacy. 

We are thankful for       
this generous and     
heartfelt gift. 

New to the Legacy Society in 2021, North Tower residents, 
Erik and Carol Moeser have strategically developed a giving 
plan that will increase the portion of their residency refund gift 
to the Foundation on an annual, incremental schedule. Gifts to 
the Legacy Society can be amended at any time. We thank them 
for their thoughtful and purposeful gifting. 

Beverly GorsuchJack Gorsuch

ANNUAL CAMPAIGNS IN PROGRESS
In this season of giving, we are humbled by the generous 
response to the 2022 Employee Holiday Fund Campaign.          
As a result of these contributions, each staff person receives       
a bonus check in early December. The demonstration of        
gratitude and appreciation to our staff for a most challenging  
year of service is simply overwhelming. 

We also extend thanks to those who have contributed to 
our 2022 Annual Campaign. The opportunity is open all year. 
A gift to the Foundation offers many options to direct your 
donation to address aspects of Saint John’s that are important 
to you. https://www.saintjohnsmilw.org/foundation/joyful-giving/

An impactful and tax-friendly way to 
support Saint John’s is through a qualified 
charitable distribution (QCD), also known 
as an IRA charitable rollover. Individuals 
at least 70 ½ years of age may make a 
qualified charitable distribution directly 
from their IRA custodian to Saint John’s 
Communities Foundation. Please consult 
with your tax advisor to determine how 
this may benefit your personal tax filing, 
satisfy your required minimum distribution 
and benefit a charitable organization 
~ win, win, win!
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Erik and Carol Moeser
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ENRICHING LIVES is a publication of Saint John’s Office of Philanthropy which supports Saint John’s Foundation
 – a charitable organization with a purpose to solicit, hold, manage, invest and expend endowed funds for the      
benefit of the residents of Saint John’s and its programs and activities. Saint John’s Communities’ mission is to 

enrich the lives of older adults through gracious retirement living, spiritual growth, cultural and educational 
opportunities and healthcare services.

Notes for You
FOUNDATION BOARD MEMBERS

As stewards of the Foundation’s purpose, 
Board members look forward to hearing from you.

Renée Anderson, President 
RAnderson@SaintJohnsMilw.org 

Tony Asmuth
AnthonyAsmuth@gmail.com

Patsy Aster
SAster3@gmail.com

Boz Bosworth
RobinsonBosworth@gmail.com

Judy Moon
JudyTMoon@aol.com

Susan Wright Brennan
SuzyBrennan@sbcglobal.net 

SHARING THE LOVE! 
• Our very own Knit Wits & Stitch Wits sold their 

handmade goods at the November Holiday 
Marketplace – and donated all $1,305 to the 
Employee Scholarship Fund! 

• An Anonymous donor supported the                
Saint John’s Reads Braiding Sweetgrass          
campus-wide book discussion through the        
purchase of extra copies for all to enjoy.

• The October Florentine Opera performance was 
brought to our campus through the sponsorship 
of Bela Maroti. Join us for a special evening          
on December 20th when the Florentine Opera 
will return to perform “Hopes and Dreams –  
A Holiday Celebration” followed by a wine 
and dessert reception. Our gratitude to Bela 
for sharing his love of music through these two 
magnificent performances! 

• The Chapel Committee’s Advent Project raised 
funds for Milwaukee Habitat for Humanity 
whose mission is to bring people together                       
to build homes, communities and hope.

• Yes, winter is on the way. Jim Ballard is hopeful 
that you will consider donating gently-used 
coats, scarves, gloves and new packages of 
socks, undergarments and toiletries to the         
Milwaukee Rescue Mission. Place items in the 
bin at the South Tower Resident Service desk. 

FOUNDATION BOARD NEWS
At the October meeting, the Foundation Board        
of Directors approved $10,500 in grants from 
the Endowed Fund for the Visually Impaired to 
support the work of three area organizations. 
Each agency has as part of its mission to provide 
services to older adults with vision challenges. 
It is our privilege to partner yearly with these 
three agencies.

VISIT THE SHOP AND BRING HOLIDAY JOY!
Just take a left off the Central Tower elevator 
at the ground level…and you have arrived at                       
Surprising Findings!

The hours of operation are Tuesday 1pm-4pm, 
Thursday 10am-1pm and the first Saturday of the 
month (non-holiday) 9am-11am. Drop off your 
donations during shop hours. 

Contact Amy Sugent for volunteer opportunities 
or for assistance with donations: 414.831.6875 or   
ASugent@SaintJohnsMilw.org.

 


